CHAPTER III.
THE PRODUCTION OF nL

Hi? to the time that one ro< quired. to separate stcaric
and palmitic acids from fats in a pure state for the
purposes of candle manufacture, glycerine was only
produced on the small scale for scientific research
and pharmaceutical purposes, notwithstanding that
in the spent lyes from soap manufacture one had the
raw material in large quantity ready for employment.
The ordinary practice of the pharmacist for the pro-
duction of glycerine was to saponify oil with lead
oxide, separate the liberated glycerine from the
lead soap by washing with, water, and then produce
glycerine in the pure state from the still very im-
pure solution by the method described below.

GLYCJKI.UNH .IWOM L.iun SOAP.

One prepares lead soap (the einplastrum simplex,
or diachylon plaster of the pharmacist) by stirring
together (J parts by weight of olive oil, 15 parts by
weight of litharge, and a sufficiency of water until
a uniform mixture is obtained, which is then boiled
in an iron vessel with constant stirring and addition